Tears of Rejoicing
Luke 7:36-39
The Cornerstone Bible Church

March 16, 2008 
Introduction:

Luke 7:1  When He had completed all His discourse in the hearing of the people, He went to Capernaum.
Jesus had been teaching out in the countryside along the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee.  We know these discourses as “The Sermon on the Mount.” When He had finished His message He entered the city of Capernaum by traveling a few miles to the East.  This was Peter’s home and the place where Jesus lived during most of His earthly ministry.  Jesus was already well known in this little lakeside town.  In fact Jesus had already healed the child of royal official from this very town.  Here is how His ministry had unfolded to this point. 
· Jesus began His public declaration of Himself when by turning water into wine in the town of Cana only a few miles to the west. 

· He went from there to Jerusalem and began His ministry by cleansing the temple of the money changers and driving them out with a whip of cords. 

· While in Judah [still in the south] a large crowd began following Him and He had to head north to escape the scrutiny of the Jewish Religious leaders. 

· After passing through Samaria He returned to the place where He had begun this circuit….Cana….and it was there that a man from this very town of Capernaum begged Him to come and heal his son. 
John 4:45-53  .  45 So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the things that He did in Jerusalem at the feast; for they themselves also went to the feast.  46 Therefore He came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. And there was a royal official whose son was sick at Capernaum.  47 When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and was imploring Him to come down and heal his son; for he was at the point of death.  48 So Jesus said to him, "Unless you people see signs and wonders, you simply will not believe."  49 The royal official said to Him, "Sir, come down before my child dies."  50 Jesus said to him, "Go; your son lives." The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started off.  51 As he was now going down, his slaves met him, saying that his son was living.  52 So he inquired of them the hour when he began to get better. Then they said to him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him."  53 So the father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus said to him, "Your son lives"; and he himself believed and his whole household.

So by the time we reach Luke chapter 7, Jesus has now preached another entire year, has gone to Jerusalem for a second Passover, returned to Galilee, healed multitudes and preached the Sermon on the mount.  Take your Bible and lets look at:
Luke 7:36-39  36 Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him, and He entered the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table.  37 And there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume,  38 and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume.  39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner."
Now I have some Questions:   
· What was this Woman doing in Simon’s House?  She is not one of the invited guests.  She is amazingly bold.  I want to know what she thinks she is doing there. 

· Why is she crying?  Many say these are tears of repentance for her sinful life.  Jesus did not take it that way at all. 
· Finally…a question that is not asked in this passage but is answered here…What is the single greatest thing any man or woman can ever do for God.   I want to ask it this way because that is not the way we normally phrase this question. .  If we were asked this question we might say “believe on the Lord Jesus” or “trust Christ alone,” but Jesus when asked, told us the single greatest thing a man could ever do.  In fact, Jesus identified it as the single greatest thing any man could ever, ever do  Let me answer this third question first. 
Mark 12:30 …you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'
Luke is going to show us what will keep us from it and what will unleash a avalanche of loving worship for your Christ in our lives.  Let’s begin with what will keep you from it: 

The Foremost Obstacle to Love for God

Jesus is going into the house of this Pharisee for dinner.  He is Simon. He is showing hospitality to this itinerant country preacher and believe me when I tell you that everyone in Israel knew about Jesus.  It is well into the second year of His public ministry and even without TV, newsstand tabloids and the internet, everyone knows about this man.  He is a zealot.  He throws merchants out of the temple claiming that the building is His personal inheritance.  He called it  “My Father’s House!”  He acts like God and does things only God can do.  Before coming to dinner in Capernaum He has healed a desperately sick servant, raised a widow’s only son from the dead in a nearby village and explained to John the Baptist’s disciples that He is in fact The MESSIAH of God.  It is difficult to imagine a more controversial and notable dinner guest. 

Into this scene appears a woman.  She is too is well known to Simon and probably the entire town. She is…according to Simon…”A SINNER.”
She is a sinner:  We need to resist the temptation to respond with something like…so…aren’t we all.  This is not what Simon intended.  He meant that she was pre-eminently sinful, especially wicked;  [Thayer] She was soaked in sin and never free from it.  She was probably a known prostitute. 

If this man were a prophet He would know:  Simon has apparently been singularly unimpressed with everything that he has heard about Jesus and seen Him do even in his own home town.  He will not even grant that He is a prophet, let alone the Son of the Living God.  And why?  Stop and ask yourself why?  Why is this man so convinced that Jesus cannot be from God or be the Son of God?  Here is the answer: He receives sinners. 

Luke 15:1-2  Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him.  2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them."

My friend,  I do not know your heart and I do not know your sins, but I can assure you that God reads you like an open book.  

Hebrews 4:13   13 …there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.

Simon is about to discover this truth first hand.  Jesus turns to speak to him as if Simon’s thoughts were on a loudspeaker.  

Luke 7:40-43   40 And Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." And he replied, "Say it, Teacher."  41 "A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  42 "When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. So which of them will love him more?"  43 Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have judged correctly."

When they were unable to repay:  This is the remarkable thing about God.  You and I are “unable” to pay.  The Roman centurion was unworthy to even receive Christ.  The widow’s son was helplessly and hopelessly dead.  All men are unable to pay. Only the self-righteous imagine that they can. 
He graciously forgave them both:  I was 15 when I was saved.  I had barely had time to fill my life with the filth of sin and sink to the depths my heart was fully capable of.  And yet on that day I fancied myself a great sinner.  And do you know why?  Listen now…do you know why?  God showed me that  I WAS UNABLE TO PAY MY DEBT.  When you have no currency it does not matter how little or great is the debt.  It cannot be paid.   You my friend have nothing with which to redeem yourself.  It does not matter if you have sinned little or wallowed in the mire of it for years like this woman.  And this has always been true.  This is why Isaiah recorded God’s invitation 2500 years ago.  
Isaiah 55:1-3  "Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.  2 "Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.  3 "Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live;

Which of them will love him more?  God’s love for you  is tabloided across the pages of history at the Cross. This passage is about your love for God and the chief obstacle to it.  Simon believed he owed nothing.  He had achieved a righteousness through the law and good works.  

The Pharisees in Capernaum had just called Jesus "a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners" [Luke 7:34]  Jesus responded with  "The tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you" {Matthew 21:31].  WHY???  Why are sinners going into the kingdom while the righteous are not?  Please do not miss this point.  

They are going in because Jesus Receives Sinners...not the self-righteous
Jesus came to seek sinners.  He came calling sinners. Everything in our experience and inner man tells us to keep our sin from God.  If He ever finds out, what we know full well, about our hearts and actions…He will never, ever let us into the Kingdom of Heaven.  Jesus is calling sinners.  Brothers and sister, even as a washed and redeemed  child of God , do not be afraid to acknowledge your sin and sinful state before God. Our unwillingness to be numbered with sinners is the foremost obstacle to our Love for God. 
The Foremost Basis of Love for God

Let’s return to Simon’s house again for a moment.  Luke records the scene this way: 

Luke 7:37-38  .  37 And there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume,  38 and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume.
When she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house: We have already discussed what kind of woman this was.  Simon was probably correct in his assessment of her.  And like we have previously noted…the word about Jesus was everywhere.  People knew where He was and what He was doing and told everyone else. 

And standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears: Some have suggested that this woman was weeping with repentance for her sin and was overcome with her own guilt. But, the parable that Jesus tells of the gracious master now needs to be applied to her as well as Simon.  We have seen how those who acknowledge little debt have little love for their forgiver.  In the case of Simon it appears that he acknowledged no debt and therefore had no love for the master.   

Which of them will love him more? What a study in contrasts. We now know that her tears were tears of love for God and not repentance. It was prompted by grace driven forgiveness.  Men and women perform worship in order to be forgiven by God, but God seeks the heart.  The Pharisees were practiced at this as are many other religious people. 

Isaiah 29:13 The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men.
Worship will never produce forgiveness
but forgiveness will absolutely produce worship.

True worship starts with undeserved forgiveness that is initiated by God alone. We call this Grace.  Here was a woman who had nothing. She possessed no righteousness.  She could not pay and did not insult God by offering to pay for something only God could purchase.   It is this kind of “grace driven” forgiveness that prompts spontaneous and acceptable worship in sinners.  

Luke 7:44-50  44 Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  45 "You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet.  46 "You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume.  47 "For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little."  48 Then He said to her, "Your sins have been forgiven."  49 Those who were reclining at the table with Him began to say to themselves, "Who is this man who even forgives sins?"  50 And He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."
The parable illustrates undeserved grace in an extraordinary way.   We will love Him in direct proportion to how much He has forgiven us.  Sadly, like Simon many professing  Christians just don't think they are all that bad.  They are ...after all...the chosen, the saved…the baptized, the churched.   Try to get your average Christian to admit to the lists that Paul says describe the hearts of men.  

1 Corinthians 6:10-11   10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.  11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.
Her sins, which are many, have been forgiven:  Jesus declares that her sins have already been completely forgiven. And here is the proof…For she loved much:  
Do you remember our three questions:  We have already answered the third one.  The greatest single thing that any human can do for God is to love Him.  Now lets answer the second and the first.  

Why is she crying?  For the indescribable Joy of Grace driven forgiveness. She had come thirsty and found herself a spring of living water welling up to eternal life. It burst its cistern and poured out upon her Savior.  It is just as Jesus had said…

John 7:37-38  37 …on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"

What she is doing in Simon’s house?  She is loving Him with all her heart, all her mind, all her soul and all her strength.  

Your faith has saved you; go in peace:  Not your worship, not your tears and certainly not your righteousness.  She came as a broken sinner to the one who receives sinners.  She came with no money to the one who forgives great debts.   
CONCLUSION

Don’t fear your sin before God.  Do not compare yourself with other sinners.  Come to Jesus just like a destitute sinner.  

· The Centurion was unworthy saying, “Luke 7:6  "Lord, do not trouble Yourself further, for I am not worthy for You to come under my roof;
· The Widows Son was helplessly and hopelessly dead  [7:11-16]
· Jesus reminded John’s disciples of what they saw. “The Blind cannot make themselves see, the lame themselves walk, the lepers cannot cleanse themselves and the deaf cannot make themselves hear.  The dead are all without hope of life.” [7:22]  

· John preached repentance and was rejected by the self-righteous because they need no repentance. Jesus preached grace and was rejected by the self-righteous because they desire no grace.  [7:31-34]
Any self righteousness will diminish your love for Christ.  To the degree that you imagine yourself "good" "righteous" "free from habits" or "religious" you erect obstacles to your Love for Christ.  
Sinners on the other hand…face no such obstacles, calling out like the redeemed of all ages,  “Nothing in my hand I bring…Only to the Cross I cling.”
Christ is infinitely gracious and full of mercy.  He came for you my friend. All who acknowledge their debt of sin are forgiven by His Grace alone...Those so forgiven LOVE Him deeply from the heart.  Furthermore,  they cannot be kept from His worship.  Let us therefore go, uninvited and unashamed into the house of  the "self righteousness" and weep for joy on the feet of our Savior, for He knew our every sin before He created the world yet loved us to the point of the Cross.  Paul cannot recall Christ’s grace driven  forgiveness to him without erupting into spontaneous worship and praise.  Timothy….dear Timothy…here is…
1 Timothy 1:15-17 ….“a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”
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